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maker, he cannot make the whole of an umbrella. He may only make the framework; the covering of it is the portion of the females of his caste. If he has no female relative of his own capable of finishing off his umbrellas, he must seek the services of the females of other families in the neighbourhood to finish his for him. The basket-makers are called Kavaras. Nothing will induce them to take hold of an umbrella, as they have a motto, Do not take hold of Panan's leg."
In an account of a ceremonial at the Pishari temple near Quilandy in Malabar, Mr. F. Fawcett writes * that " early on the seventh and last clay, when the morning procession is over, there comes to the temple a man of the Panan caste. He carries a small cadjan (palm leaf) umbrella which he has made himself, adorned all round the edges with a fringe of the young leaves of the cocoanut palm. The umbrella should have a long handle, and with this in his hand he performs a dance before the temple. He receives about 10 Ibs. of raw rice for his performance." It is further recorded by Mr. Fawcett that, when a Tiyan is cremated, a watch is kept at the burning-ground for five days by Panans, who beat drums all night to scare away the evil spirits which haunt such spots.
The following account of the Panans is given in the Gazetteer of Malabar. " The name is perhaps connected with pan, music. They follow the makkattayam family system (of inheritance from father to son), and practice fraternal polyandry. In South Malabar there are said to be four sub-divisions, called Tirurengan, Kodaketti (umbrella tying), Mmpidi (fish catching), and Pulluvan, of which the last named is inferior in status to the other
* Madras M.us. Bull., Ill, 3, 1901.